<Address >

<Date>

Dear <Head of State >

I/We write as <Chair/President/CEO> of <your organization/s> urging you to personally support the High-Level Meeting (HLM) on the Prevention and Control of Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs) to take place 19-20 September 2011 at the United Nations in New York. 
We are writing today to express our grave concern at the current state of preparations for this landmark meeting. As you may be aware, Member State negotiations on the draft Political Declaration for the HLM stalled on 5 August and are due to resume on 1 September.  We understand that the current draft contains no overarching goal and no clear decision to establish the means through which commitments can be followed up and coordinated at a global level. 

The situation is urgent. Comprised primarily of cardiovascular diseases, cancer, diabetes and chronic lung disease, the World Economic Forum's 2010 Global Risks Report identifies NCDs as the second most severe threat to the global economy and a global risk equal in cost to the current global financial crisis.

(Add here a sentence or two about the situation in your country, and your major concerns)

Yet, it is reported that sound proposals for the draft Declaration to include time-bound commitments and targets are being systematically deleted, diluted and downgraded in the course of the negotiations.  In place of the promised “action-oriented outcomes”, it seems there might be only vague intentions to “consider” and “work towards.”  This is simply unacceptable.
The HLM is a critical opportunity to reverse the NCD epidemic and the Political Declaration is central to whether it achieves this.   Given this, we are extremely concerned that the Political Declaration currently being negotiated lacks a concrete target for salt reduction.  Salt reduction is a proven, cost-effective way to prevent NCDs, specifically cardiovascular disease and diabetes, and was cited by the World Health Organization as a "best buy" within the Global Status Report on NCDs.  

Therefore, we ask for your support in including the following target in the Political Declaration

· Reduce the level of individual salt consumption to less than 5 grams per day by 2025     

Additionally, we urge you to grasp the opportunity of the HLM to agree to:

· an overarching goal to reduce preventable deaths from NCDs by 25% by 2025 

· a clear timeline for tackling the epidemic of the four major NCDs: cancer, diabetes, cardiovascular and chronic respiratory disease
· a set of clear, evidence-based targets and global indicators
· a high-level collaborative initiative of government and UN agencies with civil society to stimulate and assess progress

Our organization stands ready to work with the government of <country > to tackle NCDs. We urge you to take action on these concerns and commit to attending the HLM in September to ensure it is a turning point in improving the health of our citizens and millions of others around the world. 

Sincerely,
